[ 3M 3 

IV. An Account ly the Rev. Zachary Pearce, 
2). 2X F. R. S. of a Booh intituled, Re- 
flexions Critiques fur les Hiftoires des An- 
ciens Peuples, &c. Paris 1735. 4°* in 2 

Vol 

MONS. Fourmont is well known to the learned 
World for fome curious Pieces which he 
has already publifhed, and for very many others in 
almoft all Languages, which he has prepared for the 
Prefs, and the Titles of which he has given us in a 
Catalogue of his Works printed at Amfterdam 173 1. 
in 8vo. 

This Work of his, which now lies before the So- 
ciety, is intituled, Reflexions Critiques fur les Hi- 
jioires des Anctens c Feuples, &c, lately printed at 
Tarts, in 2 Vols, in 4to, at the Expence of fome. 
French Gentlemen of his Acquaintance, as he tells 
us in the Advert ifernent placed before his Preface* 

His general Deftgn is to fet right the Hiftory of the 
moft antient Nations, particularly the Chaldeans, 
Hebrews, Phoenicians, Egyptians, Greeks, &c. down 
to the Time of Cyrus the Founder of the P erf an 
Empire. 

The Work confifts of three Books. 

In the Firft of which he gives us at Length the 
famous Fragment of Sanchoniathon the Phoenician, 
as tranflated by Philo Byblius, and preferved by En 
febius in his Pr£paratio Evangelica, Lib. I. cap. '9. 

With this Fragment he has publifhed a French 
Verfion of it, in which he endeavours to diftinguifh 
between the Account given by Sanchoniathon the 
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Author, and what he fuppofes to be the Additions 
of Thilo the Greek Tranflator. 

After this he examines into the Reafons brought 
by feverai of the Learned /*r and againjt the Ge- 
nuinenefs of the Fragment, and determines in favour 
of it with as much Weight of Argument as the Que- 
(lion will admit. He then takes Notice of a Treatife, 
written on the fame Subject as his own, by our 
learned Countryman Bifhop Cumberland $ and having 
examined and declared his Diflike of the Bifhop's 
Scheme in the main, he prepares his Pleader to exped 
full Satisfaction, from his own, which makes the 
Subject of his fecond Book, 

In his fecond Book, he undertakes to reconcile 
the Generations of Men fct forth in Sanchoniathoris 
Fragment, with thofe which are recorded by Mofes 
of the Patriarchs before and for fome time after the 
Flood. 

By the Help of Hebrew, Thoenician and Egyptian 
Etymologies, he often makes the Names, which at 
firft Sight are almoft all quite unlike, to be the fame in 
Sound, or at leaft in Senfe. And by this Application 
of his Skill in the antient Languages, he readily finds 
out a Coincidence between Mofes $ and Sanchmt- 
nthons earlieft Generations. 

But his main Work, and what he appears mod 
pleafed with, is his Difcovery of Abraham and his 
Family among the later Generations recorded by 
Sanchoniathon. Having laid down (upon good 
Grounds, as he affures us) that Ouranos is Terah, the 
Father of Abraham* he undertakes to prove, that 
Abraham is the Cronus of Sanchoniathon and the 
Saturnus of the Latins j that Sarah (his Wife) is 
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the toe with the Qoddds Rhga j. that Ifbmael 
(Ahahams Son) is the Muth of Sanchoniathon, and 
the ©/V -or Pluto oi the Greeks and Romans: That 
//^ {Abrahams other Son) is the fame with the 
Sadid of Sanchoniathon, with Jupiter among the 
Latins, and Zev$ among the Greeks, his Wife ./?*?- 
£iir£ being Jund\ that £/<#// (Ifaacs eldeft Son) 
is O/zw and Bacchus, and that y^c^ (the youngeft) 
is Typhon. And, in like manner, he finds a very 
great Part of the Grecian Theology in Abrahams 
Family. 

In the mean while his Readers will, perhaps, make 
two very material Obfervations on this extraordinary 
Difcovery of his : The one, that Cromts's Character 
in Sanchoniathons Fragment, is the moft immoral 
and tyrannous of any recorded there : And how to 
reconcile this with the Character given in Scripture 
to Abraham, as the Friend of God, the Father of the 
Faithful, &c. is no cafy Task : It requires (to be lure) 
more than a Refemblance of two or three Circum- 
ftances, common to Cronus and Abraham, when 
their Hiftorians in Fifty other Circumftances make 
their Characters effentially different. The other 
Confederation, which occurs, when we read this 
Treatife, is, that Abraham had ill Luck indeed, if, 
when he left his native Country becaufe of the Rife 
of Idolatry there, all the grofTer Idolatry of the 
Heathen Nations after his Time took its Rife from 
him and his Family : The very Crime which he took 
Pains to avoid, he was the accidental Occafion of, 
if he and his are to be thus placed at the Head of 
the Heathen Theology. 
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The Author, having finifhed this remarkable Part 
of his Work, enters into a very learned Detail of the 
particular Gods of the feveral Heathen Nations, who 
are moft celebrated in Hiftory ; and he has (hewed a 
great Compafs of Reading upon this Occafion. Hardly 
any Writer has been more copious on the Subjeft, 
or has given better Hints for clearing up many Paf- 
fages of facred and profane Story. 

In his third Book he has treated at large about the 
Dynafties of Egypt, and the Shepherd- Kings who 
reigned there : Both of them, perhaps, the darkeft 
Spots in the whole Face of Antiquity. He has taken 
great Pains to fix the Epochs of the Kings oiSicyon* 
Sidon and Tyre, of Arabia, Ajjyria, Lydia, of the 
Medes and Babylonians -> concerning all which he has 
]aid together the moft remarkable Teftimonies of the 
Anticnts. At length he comes to his favourite Point, 
the Chinefe Hiftory, and gives us (as he fays) a com- 
plete Lift of their Kings, from the Flood down to 
the prefent Monarch of that Empire, and fhews that 
rhe Chronology of the Chinefe may be made pretty 
nearly confident with the true Chronology of the 
Old Teft anient. 

And for this Part of the Work the Author feems 
well fitted, being skill'd (as he tells us in his Pre- 
face) in the learned Characters of that Country, 
which he has ftudied for near twenty Years, and has 
tor fome time taught in the Royal College at Tar is ; 
and having compofed five Di&ionarics, and a Gram- 
mar of that Language, together with a Tranflation, 
a! moft inure, of the Geography of Tarnim, which 
contains no lefs than the whole Hiftory of that Em- 
pire : On which Occafion he applies to himfelf, and 
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the Progrefs which he has made in the Chinefe Learn- 
ing, thofe exprefllve Verfes of Virgil in his Sixth 
Book of the t^/Eneid: 

S Pauci, quos £ quits amavit 

Jupiter, aut ardens evexit ad tether a virtus* 

"Diis geniti, potuere. 
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V. A Query propofed to fuch curious ^Perfons 
as ufi the Greenland Trade, occafioned hy 
the annexed Letter from Mr. David Ni~ 
colfon, Surgeon, to 2)r. Mortimer, Sec. R.S. 

" \llTHether the Scurvy-grafs of Greenland 'be the 

" V V fame Species, as to its external Appearance* 

" with the common Scurvy-grafs of England? 

€€ And, having no acrid Tafte while growing in 

u Greenland, doth it, being brought growing in 

il Earth from Greenland, gradually acquire an acrid 

" Tafte, as it is brought into a warmer Climate ?" 

SIR, London* *Dec. 16. 1730. 

I Communicate this as Matter of Truth, and not 
Hypothetic, viz. That the Scurvy -grafs in 
Greenland, equally the fame with ours in England, 
as to the Figure of the Plant, « and all its Appearance 
to the Eye, changes its Nature much, as it approaches 
the Sun; for in that Climate, its principal Quality, 
the volatile Salt, is neither pungent nor perccive- 
abie $ but to the Tafte, the whole Plant is intirely as 
infipid as the Col wort or Beet. So by my Endeavour, 
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